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“We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God,
and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5). When the
apostle Paul wrote these words, he was very aware of the need for a Christian mind.
Philosophical speculations abounded in his time, just as in our time. Thus he described the
Christian’s mental responsibility in terms of warfare. The Christian mind is active—it enters the
battle; it is filled with the knowledge of God—it is prepared for battle; it puts all things under the
lordship of Christ—it follows the only true commander into battle. And that battle has been won
innumerable times, even in the minds of brilliant people. “One of the most astonishing and
undeniable arguments for the truth of [Christianity] . . . is the fact that . . . some of the most
subtle of human intellects have been led to render submission to the Saviour.”(9) The Bible
contains many such insights into the nature of a Christian mind. We will consider two of these.

Reason is a term that is descriptive of the Christian mind. This does not mean that a Christian
is to be a rationalist, but rather he is to use reason based on the reason of God found in Scripture.
For example, on one of several occasions Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus to test Him by
asking for a sign from heaven. Jesus responded by referring to their ability to discern signs of
certain kinds of weather. Then He said, “Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky,
but cannot discern the signs of the times” (Matt. 16:3)? Obviously He was noting how people use
reason to arrive at conclusions, but the Christian mind would conclude the things of God. The
book of Acts indicates that the apostle Paul used reason consistently to persuade his hearers of
the truth of his message. Acts 17:2-3 states that “according to Paul's custom, he went to them,
and for three Sabbaths reasoned [emphasis added] with them from the Scriptures, explaining and
giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead.” For two years in
Ephesus Paul was “reasoning [emphasis added] daily in the school of Tyrannus” (Acts 19:9). In
light of the fact that our contemporary world attempts to reject reason, such examples should
spur us to hold out for the possibility of reasonable dialogue with those around us. After all,
those who reject reason must use reason to reject reason.

If the Christian mind is characterized by reason, such reason must be founded upon
knowledge from God. Upon reflection of their conversation with Jesus on the road to Emmaus,
two of the disciples said, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on
the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us” (Luke 24:32)? The word hearts in this
passage refers to both moral and mental perception. In his letter to the Colossians Paul wrote,
“we proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, that we
may present every man complete in Christ” (Col. 1:28). And in his Ephesian letter he wrote, “I
pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened” (Eph. 1:18-19). May this beautiful prayer
apply to us as we consider how to use our God-given minds!

Mandates for the Mind

“AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND
WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR
STRENGTH?” (Mark 12:30). These words have echoed for thousands of years, beginning with
Moses and leading to Jesus. They contain the first of what | call Mandates for the Mind: Strive
to Know God. To love someone we must know him or her. In the case of my wife, for instance,
it would have been absurd to declare that | loved her before ever meeting her. My love for her



implies an intimate knowledge about and knowledge of her. In the same manner we are to strive
both to know about God and to know Him intimately. Our minds are crucial to this mandate. It is
my contention that one of the major problems in contemporary Christianity is that too many of us
are attempting know God without using our minds to investigate what He has told us of Himself
in Scripture.

The second mandate is that the Christian mind should strive for truth. “Jesus therefore was
saying to those Jews who had believed Him, ‘If you abide in My word, then you are truly
disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free’”” (John 8:31-
32). Abiding in His word implies a continual dedication to using the mind to search the
Scriptures, the place where His truth is written.

The third mandate pertains to maturity. Romans 12:2 declares: “And do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will
of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” It is pertinent to note that the words
conformed, transformed, and prove refer to continuous action. Thus, the Christian mind is to be
characterized by continuous development toward maturity. Hebrews 5:14 refers to Scripture as
“solid food” as the writer describes the mature mind. He then asserts that the Christian is to
“press on [continually] to maturity” (Heb. 6:1). Such maturity is a strategic need in the
contemporary church.

The fourth mandate involves proclaiming and defending the faith. The maturing Christian
mind will actively engage the minds of those around him. For example, Paul modeled this while
in Athens: “[H]e was reasoning in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Gentiles,
and in the market place every day with those who happened to be present. And also some of the
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers were conversing with him” (Acts 17:17-18). Paul proclaimed
and defended the truth of the gospel in the synagogue with his own people, among the populace,
and even with the intellectual elite of the time. Such encounters are easily duplicated in our day.

The fifth mandate refers to the need for study. Philippians 4:8 states: “whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of
good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on
these things.” Note the final phrase: “let your mind dwell,” a clause indicative of the need for
concentration, or study. The phrase also includes a command that such study is to be continuous.
We are to ponder, or think on the things of God.

Applying the Christian Mind

“Prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves” (James
1:22). This exhortation from the book of James includes the last of our Mandates for the Mind.
That is, the Christian mind should be applied; what is in the mind should flow to the feet.
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