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“I will pray the Father, and He shall give you anber Comforter, that He may abide with you forever.”
John 14:16.

THE unspeakable gift of the Son of God was followgdby the equally priceless gift of the Holy
Spirit. Must it not be confessed by us that wekHar less of the Holy Spirit than we should? | sune
we do not exalt the Savior too much, nor is Hedfien the subject of our meditations; but at thmea
time, we give to the Holy Spirit a very disproportate place, compared with the Redeemer. | fear tha
we even grieve the Spirit by our neglect of Him.

Let me invite your devout contemplations to thecggdework of the Holy Spirit. Such an invitation
is necessary. The subject has not grown stalét, foo seldom occupies our thoughts. We have nehbe
unduly engrossed with honoring the Spirit of Gaat, this is a fault seldom or never committed. We
have met with uninstructed persons who have géatithe love of Jesus beyond that of the Father, and
there are others so occupied with the decreeseoF#ither as to cast the work of the Son into tloi-ba
ground; but very few and far between are thosesbets who have dwelt upon the doctrine of the Holy
Spirit beyond its proper measure and degree. Tlstak@ has almost invariably been made in the oppo-
site direction. The personal name of the third gersf the blessed Trinity is, the “Spirit,” or tHéjoly
Spirit,” which words describe His nature as beirmmuee, spiritual, immaterial existence, and Hisraha
ter as being in Himself, and in His workings prehaently holy. We commonly also speak of Him as
the, “Holy Ghost,” but the name is now an erroneons; the word “ghost” was the same as “spirit” in
years gone by, when the present translation oBibke was made, but it does not popularly signify
“spirit” now. Superstition has degraded the woranirits elevated meaning, and it might be as well,
perhaps, if the word were dropped altogether, aedcenfined ourselves to the more accurate word,
“Holy Spirit.” The term, “Holy Spirit,” is His pem@nal title, and we have in this verse His offidide—

He is in the English version called the “Comfortdnit the word used in the original, upon which we
will meditate this morning, has a much wider ranfeneaning. The word iBarakletos—we used it just
now in our hymn, translating it into the English ‘d3araclete”™—

“Cheer our desponding hearts,

You heavenly Paraclete!

Give us to lie, with humble hope,

At our Redeemer’s feet.”

Now, it is true that the name, “Comforter,” isarftranslation from some points of view, but i ra
ther translates eorner of the word than the whole of it; it is a light ieh really streams from the text,
but it is one of the seven prismatic colors rathan the combined light of the very instructive avah-
derful word, Paraclete. Understand, then, that axemow to consider, this morning, the officidktiof
the Holy Spirit. May we be filled with loving revence while we study His gracious work and His offi-
cial name.

|. First, this morning, | shall try to EXPLAIN HOW THEPIRIT OF GOD IS THE PARACLETE.
The word Paraclete is so full, that it is extremeifficult to convey to you all its meaning; it ike
those Hebrew words which contain so much in a spmtipass; it is sternly and even primitively sub-
lime in its simplicity, yet it comprehends greaintys. Literally, it signifies, “called to,” or, “di&d be-
side” another to aid him. It is synonymous verhalhpugh not in sense, with the Latin woadyocatus,

a person called in to speak for us by pleadingcause. Yet, as we have come to use the word, “advo-
cate,” in a different sense, that word, althougtvauld like that of, “comforter,” convey a part tife
meaning, it could not contain it all. Paracletevisler than “advocate,” and wider than “comfortelr.”
think the meaning of the word, “Paraclete,” migbtgut under the two headings of one “called tod an
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one “calling to.” one called to, that is, to comoeour aid, to help our infirmities, to suggestativocate,
to guide and so on, and one who in consequenceahfar our benefit, calls to us—for some see in it
the idea of monitor, and certainly the blessed ®at@ is our teacher, remembrancer, incentive, and
Comforter. His work as one called in to help us)ssts very largely in His strengthening us by adimo
tion, by instruction, by encouragement, and by ¢haemrks which would come under the head of a
teacher or a Comforter. Paraclete is a word toereskte in meaning to be exchanged for any one word
in any language; it is most comprehensive, andha## Bope not so much taterpret as to paraphrase it
in the first head of our sermon this morning.

Let us take all the passages in John 14:15-16 wieieh to this title and study them with care. From
the first, which is our text, we learn that the Y8lpirit, as the Paraclete, is to beutoall that Jesus was
to His disciples. Read the text, “I will pray thatker, and He shall give yamother Comforter.” This
plainly teaches that the Lord Jesus Christ idfittse Paraclete, and that the Holy Spirit iseaond Para-
clete occupying the same position as the livingigeBsd. It would not be easy to describe all thesud
was to His disciples when He dwelt among them. éf alled Him their “guide, and counselor, and
friend,” we should but have begun to catalog Hredkiesses. What a valiant leader is to an army when
his very presence inspires them with valor, whenviisdom and tact conduct them to certain victory,
and when his influence over them nerves and stnengtthem in the day of battle—all that, and more,
was Jesus Christ to His disciples! What the sheplseto the sheep, the sheep being foolish, and the
shepherd, alone, wise; the sheep being defenseledshe shepherd strong to protect them; the sheep
being without power to provide for themselves ity aegree, and the shepherd able to give them all
they require—all that was Jesus Christ to His p&lobu see Socrates in the midst of his pupils, and
you observe at once that the great philosophéreisrtain professor of his school; but still, som&ofo-
er of Socrates may improve upon what he teaches, Mben you see Jesus, you observe at once that
all His disciples are but as little children comgzhmvith their Master, and that the school wouldseeat
once if the great teacher were gone! He is not tirdyfounder, but the finisher of our system; Jests
us not only the doctor but the doctrine—"He is tis@y, and the truth, and the life.” The disciple of
Christ feels Jesus to be inexpressibly preciousjdes not know how many uses Christ can be put to,
but this he knows—Christ is all in all to him! Aset Orientals say of the palm tree, that every fraigm
of it is of use, and there is scarcely any domestiangement into which the palm tree, in some form
other, does not enter; even so Jesus Christ is fgoayerything to His people, and there is nothimat
they have to do, or feel, or know that is good xezedlent, but Jesus Christ enters into it. What Mfou
that little company of disciples have been as twent through the streets of Jerusalem without their
Lord? Think of Him absent and no other Paracletélitélis place and you see no longer a powerful
band of teachers equipped to revolutionize the dydsut a company of fishermen without intelligence
and without influence—a band which in a short twit melt under the influence of unbelief and cow-
ardice! Christ was all in all to His people while Mas here.

Now, all that Jesus was, the Spirit of God is nowhe church. He is “Another Paraclete to abide
with us forever.” If there is this day any power@bd in the Church of God, it is because the Haly-S
it is in the midst of her! If she is able to workyaspiritual miracles, it is through the might ofsHn-
dwelling; if there is any light in her instructioif;there is any life in her ministry; if there @y glory
gotten to God; if there is any good worked amorgggbns of men, it is entirely because the HolyiSpir
is still with her! The entire weight of influencé the church as a whole, and every Christian iniqar
lar, comes from the abiding presence of the saesgdclete! And brothers and sisters, we shall db we
to treat the Holy Spirit as we would have treatduli€® had He been yet among us. Our Lord’s dissiple
told Him their troubles; we must trust the Comfomgth ours. Whenever they felt that they were ledrb
by the adversary, they fell back upon their leaglpdwer; so must we call in the aid of the Holyrbpi
When they needed guidance, they sought directmn flesus; we also must seek and abide by the Spir-
it's leadings. When knowing what to do, they félemselves weak for the accomplishment of it, they
waited upon their Master for strength; and so muesupon the Spirit of all grace. Treat the Holyr&pi
with the love and tender respect which are dudécSavior, and the Spirit of God will deal with yasi
the Son of God did with His disciples!

Now, beloved, we must pass on in our review ofgghssages of Scripture which relate to the Para-
clete and remember there are only five. We knowtti@Holy Spirit comforts the people of God by the
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mere fact of His presence and indwelling. “I withy the Father, and He shall give you another Para-
clete, that He may abide with you forever.” “Fosdys the 17 verse, “He dwells with you, and shall be
in you.” Beloved, | have said that the mere factired presence of the Holy Spirit is comfort to the
saints, and is it not? Jesus has not left you erph@ you His chosen friends! He has gone, but&te h
left an equally divine substitute, the Holy Spidhd if at this moment you do not feel His powéiyou
are even crying out under a sense of your own abtigadness, yet is it not a comfort to you thateh
is a Holy Spirit, and that the Holy Spirit dwellsyou at this present time? You are not requirelkiiay
down the Holy Spirit from heaven by praying—

“Come Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,

With all Your quickening powers.”
He has come down from heaven and has never gone back!agaidwells in His Church perpetually,
and is not to be brought from on high. He is lalftb becalled upon to work in us, and He is always
here! “Oh,” you say, “then | must have hope, fothié Spirit of God is in me, | know that He will s
my sin; if | were alone and had to fight my spiaitiattles alone, | might despair; but if it isdriinat the
eternal God Himself, in the majesty of His omnipae, dwells within my bosom, then, my heart, be of
good comfort and be encouraged, the Lord who inis mightier than all they that are against you!
Satan may roar, the lusts of the flesh may relvel,the temptations of the world may assail, buhéf
Holy Spirit is really resident within the believemeart, then perfection will one day be attairzed] the
last enemy will be trod down! It is consolationus to know that the Holy Spirit dwells in us and He
deserves His name of Comforter from the mere fhEli® presence and indwelling.

But we pass on to notice that according to tHB &&se, the Spirit of God exercises His office as a
Paraclete, and comforts us by His teaching—"“The fodmr, who is the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in My name, He shall teach you all thingsd bring all things to your remembrance, whateve
| have said to you.” It is a part of the Spirit ®fk to make us understand what Jesus taught; Wwéte
merely to bring to remembrance the words of Jeiswsould do us little good; even as when a child
learns his catechism, and does not understandi#,not of much service to him to bring to remem-
brance the words of the questions and answersif Bat first teach him their meaning, anthen bring
the words to remembrance, you have conferred uporaldouble and an inestimable gift. Now, we can,
as far as the letter goes, learn from the Scripttine words of Jesus for ourselves; butinderstand
these teachings is thggft of the Spirit of God and of none else! After Heds the key and lets us into
the inner meaning of the Lord’s words—after He nsakie experimentally and inwardly to know the
force and the power of the truth of God which Chreealed—then it is very profitable to us to have
brought up before our minds the very words of Jesund they come to us full of power and sweetness.

Now, beloved you perceive that while the word “Cortér,” does not take in all the meaning of the
word Paraclete, yet every work of His assists auwmsolation, and the Holy Spirit as a teacher tescise
truths which comfort us. What comfort is there e tvorld equal to the words of Jesus when they are
really understood? Is not Jesus Christ Himself,é Ensolation of Israel™? And therefore, everything
that is of Him is full of consolation to Israel! tifie Spirit of God makes us understand the docraie
Christ, as, for instance His teaching concernirggglardon of sin by faith, and the love of God tadgar
the contrite, and His teaching in His own persorthef need of a substitute, and of the provisioma of
substitute; if those things are really taught to souls, the Paraclete becomes, indeed, a Comtorter
us! I can, as God may help me, teach you the left&od’s Word, but there is one who teaches you to
profit effectually and savingly; may He exercisesldifice upon each one of you!

Furthermore, we note that in this manner, through Holy Spirit, we obtain peace. Observe the
verse which follows: “Peace | leave with you, Myape | give unto you: not as the world gives, give |
unto you.” He who is taught of God naturally enjggsace, for if | am taught that my sins were laid o
Jesus, and the chastisement of my peace was uporhdw can | help having peace? If | am taught that
Jesus intercedes for me before the eternal theortehas taken His blood as my atonement into the Ho
ly Place, how can | help having peace? And if Itaoght the promises of God, and made to know that
they are, “Yes and amen in Christ Jesus,” how damprevented from enjoying peace? Can | not sing—

“The gospel bears my spirit up!
A faithful and unchanging God
Lays the foundation for my hope,
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In oaths, and promises, and blood™?
Let the Spirit of God reveal God to you as the &gting God who loved you before the world was; as
the unchanging God who never can turn away Histlfiean you, and can you do otherwise than rejoice
with exceedingly great joy? Let the Spirit of GaVveal to you the pierced hands and feet of Jests; |
Him enable you to put your finger into the prinfdlee nails, and touch the wounds of His feet, kayd
your heart to His heart—why, if you have not peaaa) would be a melancholy miracle of perverse
despondency! But you must have rest when you hesasJChrist, yes, and such a rest that Jesustcalls
“My peace,” the very peace that is in the hear€bfist, the unruffled serenity of the conquerinyiSa
who has finished forever the work which God gaveid do! What rich comfort is this which the Par-
aclete brings to us!

But we have not brought out all the meanings yatak we have already said, the word, Paraclete,
signifies advocate. You remember in John’'s firss#g he uses this expression, “If any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Chrisighteous”? Now in the Greek the passage stantls, “I
any man sin, we have a Paraclete with the Fathdris+he same word which is here rendered Comfort-
er, and you see clearly that it would not do todesrnit Comforter in that place, else it would redd,
any man sin, we have a Comforter with the Fath&hich would be absurd! The word means, “advo-
cate,” there, and so it must here! The Spirit ofl@aercises for us the office of an advocate, beiiH
not an advocate or intercessorheaven—our Lord Jesus Christ fills that office! The HdBpirit does
not intercede for the saints, but He makes intsfoasn the saints according to the will of God. God the
Son makes intercessidor the saints; God the Holy Spirit makes intercesgidhe saints. Let me show
you how that is by bringing you back to the chaptehich we are studying.

In the 18" chapter we find the Savior describing His saintthie world as hated and persecuted for
His sake, and He bids them expect this. But He aessthem in the 26and 27 verses—“When the
Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you frone tFather, even the Spirit of truth, which proceeds
from the Father, He shall testify of Me: and yosocashall bear witness, because you have been vath M
from the beginning.” Now the passage means justtuhile Jesus Christ was here, if anyone had any-
thing to say against Him or His disciples, the Mastame forward to the front, and He soon bafflesl H
foes so that they confessed, “Never man spokettilseman.” At this present time our Master and head
is gone from us—how are we to answer the attackbefworld? Why, we have another Paraclete to
come to the front and speak for us, and if we hadcbnfidence in Him, beloved, He would have spo-
ken for us much more loudly than sometimes He loag'dAnd whenever we learn to leave the business
in His hands, He will do two things for us—firstehuvill speak for us Himself, and next, He will efeab
us also to bear witness. At this present time ntamgstions of doctrine are mooted, many objections t
the truth of God are started, and there are mary wuuld lay the axe at the very root of Christignit
and cut it down as a rotten tree! What is our am3wevill tell you. Nearly all the books that haleen
written to answer modern philosophies are a wakstene and a waste of paper; the only way in which
the church can hold her own, and answer her detsaid byreal power from God! Has she done any-
thing for the world? Can she produce results? Byftuis shall she be proved to be a tree of lifdite
nations!

Now the Spirit of God, if we would but trust Himpa give up all this idolatry of human learning,
cleverness, genius, eloquence, rhetoric, and | kmavwvhat beside, would soon answer our adverdaries
He would silence some of them by converting theril@@answered Saul of Tarsus by turning him from
a persecutor to an apostle; He would silence otweronfounding them, by making them see their own
children and relations brought to know the truthGafd! If there is not a miraculous spiritual povuer
the Church of God at this day, she is an impogibithis moment the only vindication of our existenc
is the presence and work of the Paraclete amonig t# still working and witnessing for Christ?elaf
He is not in some churches, but here we behold Htiok at His workings in this place; nearly 20 year
ago our ministry commenced in this city under mapposition and hostile criticism; the preacher gein
condemned on all hands as vulgar, unlearned, anthct, a nine days’ wonder! Jesus Christ was
preached by us in simpler language than men had deauistomed to hear, and every one of our ser-
mons was full of the old-fashioned gospel. Manyeotbulpits were intellectual, but we were Puritahic
Rhetorical essays were the wares retailed by nfdseqoreachers, but we gave the people the gospel—
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we brought out before the world the old Reformeittrines, Calvinistic truth, Augustinian teaching,
and Pauline dogma!

We were not ashamed to be the “Echo of an expledadgelism,” as some wiseacre called us; we
preached Christ and Him crucified, and by the spddbese 20 years have we ever lacked a congrega-
tion? When has not this vast hall been thronged?eHee ever lacked conversions? Has a Sunday
passed over us without them? Has not the histothisfchurch, from its littleness in Park Streetilun
now, been a march of triumph with the hearts andssof men as the spoil of the war of which the
standard has been Christ crucified? And it is sErwvhere! Only let men come back to the gospel and
preach it ardently, not with comeliness of wordsl affectation of polished speech, but as a burning
heart compels them, and as the Spirit of God tesattteam to speak it; then will great signs and woside
be seen! We must have signs following—else we daamswer the world; let them sneer; let them rave;
let them curse; let them lie—God will answer thdtris ours in the power of the Spirit of God to gee
on preaching Christ, and glorifying the Savior.tlasJesus always met the adversary in a mometht, an
the disciples had no need of any other defendewesbave another Paraclete, who in answer to prayer
will vindicate His own cause, and gloriously avertje own elect.

And then, brothers and sisters, we are promisedttisame Spirit will make us witnesses, too. It
shall be given us in the same hour what we shaéhlspThe Christians who were brought before the
Roman tribunals often nonplussed their enemiesby@xcellence of words and human wisdom, but by
their holy simplicity and zeal. Christ, by His Spitvas manifest in the midst of the primitive dajirand
they were victorious through this other Paracleb® was with them! Moreover, brothers and sistérs, t
advocacy of the Holy Spirit does not merely rekatehe ungodly, but it has to do with ourselvese Th
Spirit of God is an advocate with us, or within He leads us into comfort and advocates our caese b
fore the judgment seat of our conscience; this weglkdoes in a manner strange to flesh and blood. Be
loved, if the Holy Spirit is an advocate within y@apeaking peace within you by Jesus Christ, | t@lll
you how He will plead with you. First, He will coret you of sin; He will show you to be altogethest
and ruined, and undone—for till your self-righteness is swept out of you, there will be no solid-co
solation. He will convict you of the master sinhaving been an unbeliever in Christ, and He wyl la
you low at the foot of the cross as well as atft of Sinai to make you feel that you are a sinne
against God’s love as well as His law—a rebel agjdime five wounds of Jesus as well as against the
Ten Commandments of God! And when He has done taswill convict you of righteousness, (John
16:10) that is to say, He will show you that thghteousness of Christ renders you perfectly acbépta
with God; He will show you, in fact, that JesusMade of God unto you righteousness.” Then the-Spir
it of God will comfort you again by bringing home you a sense of judgment; He will show you that
you and your sins were both judged and condemne@atvary; He will show you that the evil which
now seeks to get the mastery over you was thernhand judged and condemned to die, so that you are
fighting with a convicted adversary who only lingdor a little while, and then shall be entirelyade
even as he now is crucified with Christ.

When the Spirit of God has brought these threegthimome to you, what an advocate He will be
with you! He will say, “Heart, can you now despaivhat will you despair about? Your sin was laid on
Jesus! What do you fear? Oh heart, do you lameunt kaek of righteousness? You have it all in Jesus!
Why do you tremble? Do you fear the coming judgreYibu have been judged and condemned in
Christ—therefore the sin that is in you shall died your inner life shall live eternally.” It isddsed
when the Spirit of God argues thus in our cons@eiemory will say, “You did such-and-such that
will condemn you.” But the Spirit of God replies[Ifat has been already acknowledged; | have already
condemned this sin, but it was laid upon the gseapegoat’s head and carried away.” Then Fear will
come up and say, “The Lord will visit this man’s sipon him.” The Spirit of God will plead again,dan
ask, “Who shall lay anything to the charge of Goelact? Is God unrighteous to forget the work and
labor of His dear Son?” So with blessed debatingggahe holy Comforter within our soul will plead
and intercede in us, and we shall obtain consalhtio

Once again, the Holy Spirit is a Paraclete accorttirthe 18 chapter, at the {3verse, by Higuid-
ing us into all truth, which is, | think, more than svmmeant by Higeaching us all truth. There are a
number of caverns, full of sparkling stalactitesome parts of the world. Now, it is a good thinigew
you are traveling to be taught where each of tikeserns is—that is teaching you truth. But it isedter
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thing when the guide comes forward with his flamiagch and conducts you down through the winding
passages into the great subterranean chamberso&tgihis flambeau aloft while 10,000 crystalselik
stars, vying in color with the rainbow, flash thbe#ams upon you! So the Spirit of God will convince
you that such-and-such a teaching is the truthaaf, @nd that is very much to know; But when He ¢ead
you into it so that youexperimentally know it, taste it, and feel it—oh, then you arengted to the in-
nermost cave of jewels where “The diamond lightgshgsecret mine!” It is a blessed thing when the
Spirit of God guides us into all the truths of Ga&dgreat many Christians never gato the truth of
God; they sit on the outside of it, but do not emeit is like a great nut to them—they polistetehell
and prize it, but if they could once pierce thenletrand taste the interior flavor of the nut, howaily
would they be comforted! John Bunyan used to sayawver knew a truth of God until it was burned in-
to him as with a hot iron. | sympathize in that eegsion; there are some truths in the Bible whigh n
body could make me doubt at all, because theyreewoven with my vitality; and others are so profi
able to my inmost soul that | could not give thepn tlney are the very life and joy of my being!

There is an old story of a bishop making £10,0§¢@a who had an argument with a young man up-
on the correctness of episcopacy, and at the gati@édeto his antagonist: “Does this young man imagi
that he can reason me out of £10,000 a year?”ielfest in the bishop’s case sustained his reagbni
The same is true with me, only in an infinitely Inég degree, and in a far more spiritual sensendf t
doctrines | preach to you are not true, | am a hoah; my life becomes an agonizing disappointment,
and my death a horrible calamity. | know the gospétue because | have tried and proved its poiver;
know its inside as well as its outside; | do notrehe believe its creed, but its truth is to me raatl
practical; so therefore | say, “Does the fool thimk can argue me out of my peace of heart; mynoy i
the Lord; my hope of heaven?” It cannot be! Theeeigmced believer is invulnerable from head to foot
against anything and everything that can be hwaginst him by skepticism! We are as sure of tin tr
of the gospel as we are of our own existence! Tdgbilosopher heard a man assert that we do not ex
ist, and his only reply was to get up and walkiv8en we hear arguments against our holy faithyall
have to do is just live on in the power of the Bgind silence gainsayers. May the Holy Spirit thesl
you into all truth; into the secret of the Lord midg conduct you, and there may you feast upon fat
things, full of marrow, and upon wines on the leedl-refined.

Once more, in the chhapter, and f4verse, we are told that the Paraclete glorifiesistioy,
“Taking of the things of Christ, and showing themuss.” Could infinite wisdom select a sweeter topic
for a disconsolate heart than, “The things of G&tig\h, beloved, when you speak of the things of
Christ to a broken heart, you have laid your fisgen the right string! You may bring me the thimmgs
Moses and of David, of Solomon and of Daniel, bhiatvarethey to me compared with the things of
Christ? Bring me the things of Christ; these areliblm of Gilead; these are the plasters which theal
sores; these are the true medicines of diseasés! Jterefore the Holy Spirit, in His infinite wisth,
lifts Jesus up before us, makes Him great in otgees, glorifies Him in our hearts, and straightvoay
souls are full of consolation! How could it be atiese?

| am sorry that my subject is much too long for timge this morning, and therefore | must pass
away from this first head to glance at the secardtpwhich | had hoped to have dwelt upon at length

Il. We shall now, secondly, REMARK UPON THE NATURE OHHE HOLY SPIRIT'S COM-
FORT, and will speak very briefly. It is evidenbin the passages we have read to you this morning,
that the Spirit of God never dissociates His Comfimm His character. John 14:15—"If you love Me,
keep My commandments. And | will pray the Fathewd &e shall give you another Comforter.” The
Spirit of God never comforts a man in his sin; disdient Christians must not expect consolation; the
Holy Spirit sanctifies andthen consoles. Search and look, you who hang your hidaelbulrushes! See
what it is that makes you sorrow, then obey, andsfwall be comforted!

Next, the Spirit of God does not aim at working eneomfort by itself and alone, but He produces
peace in the heart as the result of other divinslgful processes. He does not comfort us as a fond
mother may please her wayward child by yieldingtsofoolish wishes; the mother does not teach the
child anything, nor does she cleanse its body afypits heart in order to comfort it—perhaps shewr
neglects these to please the little one! But théy I9pirit never acts so unwisely. He blesses bytpur
andthen by peace. When a man is feeling pain, he is vesjrdus that the surgeon should administer
some drug which will stop the unpleasant sensationediately, yet the surgeon refuses to do anything
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of the kind, but endeavors to remove these of the evil, which lies far deeper than the p#&mot the
doctor correct? So the Spirit of God comforts ugdkyng away our ignorance, and giving us knowledge
by removing our misapprehensions, and giving uara@derstanding, and by taking away our insensi-
bility and convicting us of sin, of righteousneasd of judgment. Do not expect to get comfort byene

ly running to sweet texts, or listening to pleasprgachers who give you nothing but cups of sugared
doctrine! Expect to find comfort through the holgproving, humbling, strengthening, sanctifying-pro
cesses which are the operation of the divine Peteicl

Note next, the comfort of the Holy Spirit is not@mfort founded upon concealment. Some have ob-
tained consolation by conveniently forgetting triasiome truths of God. Now the Holy Spirit lays the
whole truth of God open before us; He brirajstruth to our recollection, and hides nothing frasj
therefore the comfort we obtain from Him is worthving; the consolation not of fools, but of wise
men; peace, not for blind bats, but for bright-egedles; a peace which age and experience wilhnot
validate, but which both of these will deepen, @agist to grow with our growth, and strengthen with
our strength. Such is the consolation which theyH&pirit gives. And mark, and be glad of it, itas
comfort always in connection with Jesus. If you geéar to Jesus in your contemplations, you feel you
are approaching those comforts which the Spirénds you to enjoy. Oh, beloved, do not run for cens
lation to mere prophecies of the future, or soffetions about the past! Hard by the cross isdbep
well of undefiled consolation from which the etdrBairit draws full buckets for His thirsty peopBe
afraid of that comfort which is not based upon titueh of God; hate the comfort which does not come
from Christ! Water from the well of Bethlehem is attyou need.

It is also comfort which is always available. Thardorts of the Holy Spirit do not depend upon
health, strength, wealth, position or friendshipeTHoly Spirit comforts us through the truth, ahé t
truth does not change. He comforts us through JeswusHe is, “Yes, and amen.” Therefore our com-
forts may be quite as lively when we are dyingwagn we are in vigorous health, and our consolation
may be even more abounding when the purse is eraptiythe cruse of oil low than when all worldly
store and cheer abound to us! This is the combeigved, which in all ages has been the mainstay of
believers. It was the comfort of the Spirit whictobght the martyrs to stand before their accuserd,
to face death without fear; it was the comfort fué Holy Spirit which led the Waldenses to count not
their lives dear to them; it made Luther so bravéhe face of death, and Latimer so merry even upon
the blazing stake! Many a man has died in ecstaskeuthe power of this consolation, and many a
woman has pined away slowly, rejoicing to do sa;albse when heart and flesh have failed her, this
consolation has been the strength of her soulbif gan know the Holy Spirit as your Paraclete, you
need not desire any other consolation!

[Il. And now, finally, let us utter SOME OBSERVATIONS OR THE WHOLE SUBJECT.

First, to the believer: dear brothers and sisteosior the Spirit of God as you would honor Jesus
Christ if He were present! If Jesus Christ were ltiagein your house, you would not ignore Him; you
would not go about your business as if He weretimerte! Do not ignore the presence of the Holy $piri
in your soul! | beseech you, do not live as if yad not heard whether there were a Holy SpiritHim
pay your constant adorations; reverence the augest who has been pleased to make your body His
sacred abode; love Him, obey Him, worship Him! Talkee never to impute the vain imaginings of
your fancy to Him. | have seen the Spirit of Godrslefully dishonored by persons (I hope they were
insane) who have said that they have had this laaidr¢vealed to them. There has not, for some years
passed over my head a single week in which | hatdeen pestered with the revelations of hypocrites
or maniacs! Semi-lunatics are very fond of cominthwnessages from the Lord to me, and it may save
them some trouble if | tell them once and for BHttl will have none of their stupid messages! When
my Lord and Master has any message to me, He kadwse | am, and He will send it to me direct—
not by mad-caps! Never dream that events are reddal you by heaven, or you may come to be like
those idiots who dare impute their blatant folliegshe Holy Spirit; if you feel your tongue itch talk
nonsense, trace it to the devil, not to the Spiritod! Whatever is to be revealed by the Spiriaity of
us is in the Word of God already; He adds nothmghe Bible, and never will! Let persons who have
revelations of this, that, and the other, go to &led wake up in their senses. | only wish they wdal-
low the advice and no longer insult the Holy Sgigtlaying their nonsense at His door!
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At the same time, since the Holy Spirit is with ydeloved, in all your learning, ask Him to teach
you; in all your suffering, ask Him to sustain yon;all your teaching, ask Him to give you the tigh
words; in all your witness-bearing, ask Him to gyl constant wisdom, and in all service dependiupo
Him for His help. Believingly reckon upon the Hdbpirit. We do not continually take Him into our <al
culations as we should; we reckon up so many missies, so much money, and so many schools, and
so conclude the list of our forces, but the HolyriBjs our great need, not learning or culturettliel
knowledge or great knowledge shall answer almoswelt if the Spirit of God is there; but all your
knowledge shall be worthless without Him! Let b Spirit of God come and all shall be right. | \wbu
we always took the power of the Spirit into ourcc#dtions; you have a class at school and do et fe
fit to teach it; ask Him to help you, and you da koow how well you will teach! You are called to
preach, but you feel you cannot, for you are darll your talk will be flat, stale, unprofitablejryy the
Holy Spirit into it, and if He heats you, you shiild even the slenderest materials you have deitkc
will set the people on fire! We ought to reckon opbe Spirit—He is our main force; what if | say e
ouronly force, and we grieve Him exceedingly when we dbrackon upon Him? Love the Spirit; wor-
ship the Spirit; trust the Spirit; obey the Spiaihd as a church cry mightily to the Spirit; beseldan to
let His mighty power be known and felt among yoteTLord fire your hearts with this sacred flame,
for as this made Pentecost stand out from all albgs, may it make the close of this year standrout
our history from all other years. Come, Holy Spinbw! You are with us, but come with power, and le
us feel Your sacred Might!

To the unconverted, these few words—dear friengoif are ever to be saved, the Holy Spirit is es-
sential to you. Unless you are born-again from abgeu can never see the kingdom of God, much less
enter it. Without the Holy Spirit you are dead! Yall never come to any life unless He quickens,you
and even the Savior Himself upon the cross willendae a Savior to you till the Holy Spirit comesian
gives you eyes with which to look upon Him, andeaith with which to receive Him! Remember that.
Therefore | charge you take care that you honoSihidat and never say a word against Him, lest lyeu
found guilty of that sin against the Holy Spirit mh shall never be forgiven, neither in this wankok in
that which is to come. And let me ask you, has ¥ eonvicted you of the sin in not believing in Je
sus? Has He convicted you that there is no rigisieess but in Christ? Has He convicted you that God
will judge you and all the rest of mankind accoglio our gospel by Christ Jesus? If so, since He ha
done that much for you, beseech Him now to taki@things of Christ and show them to you; there is
hope for you there! All the salvation of a sinnieslin Jesus, and when the Spirit of God bringasi&es
the heart, He brings salvation!

Oh, poor heart, you will never get out of doubtoasgtle, never cease to be a captive, till the Spiri
brings the things of Jesus to you! And | pray tHatmay, and that He may do so at once. Submit your-
self, now, to all that He teaches you; believettiiéh of God as He reveals it; above all, listed e
obedient to that great command, “Believe on thedL#@sus Christ, and you shall be saved.” “Incline
your ear, and come unto Me: hear, and your sodll Il and | will make an everlasting covenanttwi
you, even the sure mercies of David.” “Let the wadkiorsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, andwilé have mercy upon him and to our God, for He
will abundantly pardon.” May the Spirit of God legdu in the way of humble confession of sin, of re-
pentance of sin, and of believing in Jesus; and e will meet in heaven to bless the eternal Ret@c
with the Father and Son forever! Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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